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Atty. DkL No. ROC920010308US1 
PSRef.No.: IBMK10308 

REMARKS 

This is intended as a full and complete response to the Office Action dated 
August 11, 2005, having a shortened statutory period for response set to expire on 
November 1 1 , 2005. 

Claims 1-28 are pending in the application. Please reconsider the claims 
pending in the application for reasons discussed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. $ 103 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bates et at. (US Pub. 2003/0061599, hereinafter referred to as "Bates") in view of 
Sangavarapu etal. (US 2002/0073401, hereinafter referred to as "Sangavarapi/ 1 ). 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection because neither Bates nor 
Sangavarapu are available as references for the present application. 

STATEMENT OF COMMON OWNERSHIP FOR BATES 

Bates was first published on March 27, 2003. The present application was filed 
on December 14, 2001. Thus, Bates is available as a reference only under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e). Bates and the present invention were, at the time the present application was 
made, owned by the same entity, or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same 
entity. Under 18 U.S.C. § 103(c), this Statement of Common Ownership removes Bates 
as a reference. 

STATEMENT OF COMMON OWNERSHIP FOR SANGAVARAPU 

Sangavarapu was first published on June 13, 2002. The present application was 
filed on December 14, 2001. Thus, Sangavarapu is available as a reference only under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(e). Sangavarapu and the present invention, at the time the present 
application was made, owned by the same entity, or subject to an obligation of 
assignment to the same entity. Under 18 U.S.C. § 103(c), this Statement of Common 
Ownership removes Sangavarapu as a reference. 
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Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection based on Bates and 
Sangavarapu be withdrawn. Allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 



Conclusion 

Having addressed all issues set out in the office action, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully request that the 
claims be allowed. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Randol W. Read 
Registration No. 43,876 
Patterson & Sheridan, L.L.P. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713) 623-4846 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



Page 9 

407389_1 

PACE 10/10 • RCVD AT 11/4/2005 5:51:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time) • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/40 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 71 36234846 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-46 



